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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GWENT CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE  

HELD IN BRIDGEND AC CLUB HOUSE HELD ON  29
TH

  MAY 2015 

 

PRESENT 

 

John Collins (Chairman), Derek Williams (Treasurer), Roland Sherwood, (Secretary, 

President), Jeff Aston (Statistician), Gordon Johnson, (Vice Chairman), Pat Sherwood 

(Minutes Secretary Committee Member), Rose Johnson (Official), Mary and Arthur Davies 

(Official Representatives), David Davies (Neath Harriers), Dean Turner (Blaenau Gwent), 

Neil Miller (Westbury Harriers), Geraint Torrington (Westbury Harriers), John Davies (Port 

Talbot Harriers) 

 

APOLOGIES for ABSENCE 

 

Dave Jones (Weston super Mare), Janet Jones (Weston super Mare), Hedydd Davies 

(Carmarthen Harriers), Pat Gallagher (Westbury Harriers), John Chidlow (Official), Chris 

Elson (Bristol and West), Mel James (Les Croupiers). 

 

CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME and OPENIG COMMENTS 

 

JC thanked those present for attending and a special thanks to Bridgend AC for the venue and 

food. 

 

Awards:, 

Sequence award to John Davies (100) 

Roland Sherwood for two years as President 

 

FINAL FIXTURE 

 

Cancelled by the Referee, decision was not taken lightly, but apologies to everyone.  

 

CHALLENGES 

 

Two challenges looking forward: 

 

Officials, we need younger ones to take over. 

Computerised results. As to this, we will be looking at this, with the possibly of trying out a 

system with a view to using it fully later next year. 

 

UK Athletics are undertaking a consultation exercise (See letter) 

 

MINUTES 

 

Observations:- 

 

3, Gilbert Legg, not Gilbert League 

4, Derek Williams, not Derek Osborne 

8, Brecon AC, it should have been so they will get it this year, (Blaenau Gwent was in 

line this year) 

 

Neil Miller proposed the minutes as correct, John Davies seconded 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

4b, Final Fixture, Aberdare, will be discussed later. 

 

Page 1,  correct 

Page 2,  correct 

Page3,  correct, subject to above 

Page4,  correct. 

 

Fixtures 2015 -2016 

1
st
 Fixture Bridgend AC, Sunday 11

th
 October 

2
nd

 Fixture Cardiff Llandaff fields, Sunday 8
th

 November 

3
rd

 Fixture Westbury Blaise Castle, Saturday 5
th

 December 

4
th

 Fixture Monmouth Show Ground, by Blaenau Gwent, 13/14 February 2016  

5
th

 Fixture Brecon AC, 5/6
th

 March 

 

4c, AWARDS at last FIXTURE 

Only awards in the Junior events to remain as last year. 

 

4d, MATCH or LEAGUE, Lapsed. 

 

4e, Nominating two (2) officials for each venue from clubs, helping out at registration. 

 

 Various observations on how to get more people to help. 

 Put a request on the web site 

 Neil suggested a cash award for a club that help. 

Rose explained that we need people who will turn out for each fixture, not someone 

coming in at each fixture and having to be shown what to do each time.  Jeff will ask 

again for more help. 

 

4f, ABERDARE FIXTURE. 

 

Derek, explained that there was no way an ambulance could have got into the field 

and the ground was soft. The start wasn’t clear, the finish wasn’t set up.  It was his 

decision on the grounds of safty to call the fixture off.  Most people felt it was the 

correct decision.  We will refund coaches for the ones that had been booked.  Derek 

has had a lot of flack, both verbally and in writing. He wrote to Welsh Athletics, who 

said it was the right decision.  In all the years he has been with the Gwent League, it 

was the worst set up he had ever seen. 

  

 A letter of support was read out from one of the runners parents. 

Neil reiterated what had been said. Cancellation was the right decision. 

 

Gordon suggested. That for new courses, the clubs must be told that an ambulance 

must to able to get through. 

 

4g, AGE Groups, we should await for the WAA decision. Decision should be made in the 

next six (6) weeks. 

 

4h, BRIDGEND Fixture – Bridge, RRV to be put on the other side of the bridge, was a 

suggestion, this is essential for safety 
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4i, DOUBLE TIME, Runners in excess of double time the winners time to be asked to 

leave the course by the Referee, because of Health and Safety.  All senior clubs to be 

notified at registration. Roland suggested that it must be agreed that this is 

implemented that they should be pulled out.  Derek said we have never asked them to 

leave the course, but we should say that their points will not count.  The problem is 

“Sequence”, they take part to keep it going, this is a health issue, especially if they are 

not able to run, only walk the course. 

 

 Neil, sequences should only be given, if they are under double the time. 

 

 Roland had an email about online booking and processing. Not Agreed. 

 Leave it to the committee, Put it on the internet for pre-entries, with limited entries on 

the day. 

 

4k, Succession of Officers/Officials. 

 

4l, Gwent League Masters and Team Scoring Changes, Jeff studied the email, it is 

difficult for Team Managers and cost. 

 

 70’s at the moment run with the Senior Women. 

 

 Proposed age changes for scoring, 

 Men and Women over 35 to 45, 5 to score. 

 Men and Women over 45 to 55, 4 to score. 

 Men and Women over 55 to 65, 2 to score. 

  

Changing age groups to the above, For 4, Against 1, the rest Absented. 

 

Amended by Jeff, to Adjust the numbers to score, 5 for, none Against.  5, 4, 4, 3 

 

Stay where they are, 4 for, 3 against. 

 

5, 4, 3, 2 agreed, Men over 65, and 70’s to stay where they are. 

 

5,  STATISTICIANS REPORT 

 

Attached. 

 

Chairman thanked Jeff for all his efforts. 

 

 

6, TREASURER’S REPORT. 

 

 Attached. 

 

Fees, Race fees, £4 seniors, £1 Juniors, remain the same. 

 

 Proposed correct, Neil, Seconded Derek. 

 

7, SHEILA CRUMP AWARD 

  

 Nominations, Individual people, Neil Miller (Westbury Harriers) 
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8, GILBERT LEGGE MEMORIAL AWARD 

  

 Brecon AC 

9, REGISTRATION 

 

 (a), Fast Track, Derek said it has worked, but it is down to registration on the day. 

 

10, ELECTION OF OFFICERS 2015/2016 

 

 President:-  Pat Gallager, proposed by Neil Miller, all agreed. 

 

 Vice President:- Jeff Aston, Proposed, Rose and Mary, agreed. 

 

 Chairman:-  John Collins, agreed. 

 

 SECRETARY, 

 

 Two (2) names were put forward, Geraint Torrington and Roland Sherwood. 

 Vote taken, Roland Sherwood, elected as Secretary. 

 

 Treasurer:-  Derek Williams, will be standing down in 2016. 

 

 Neil Proposed and Mel seconded that all the rest remain the same. 

 

 Geraint Torrington joined the committee, as Officials Coordinator. 

 

 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at,  21:15 

 


